Beadeker

Wer reisen will,
Der schweig fein still,
Geh steten Schritt,
Nehm nicht viel mit,
Tret an am frithen Morgen,
Und lasse heim die Sorgen.
Philander von Sittewald. 1650.

“How I Write” by Bertrand Russell, 1951

Until I was twenty-one, I wished to write more or less in the style of John Stuart Mill. I liked
the structure of his sentences and his manner of developing a subject. I had, however, already a
different ideal, derived, I suppose, from mathematics. I wished to say everything in the smallest
number of words in which it could be said clearly. Perhaps, I thought, one should imitate
Baedeker rather than any more literary model. I would spend hours trying to find the shortest
way of saying something without ambiguity, and to this aim I was willing to sacrifice all
attempts at aesthetic excellence
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