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2. University of Glasgow
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255 Woolsthorpe

o Tickets/Shop and Way Out
@ Entance to the House

© Apple Tree M an O r

o Science Discovery Centre
and Newton’s Barn Coffee Shop

Activity and Film Room

Toilets and baby-changing facilities Welcome to Sir Isaac Newton was born

@ Ppicnic tables Woolsthorpe Manor here on Christmas Day in the
harsh winter of 1642. He was a
9 Parking spaces for disabled visitors premature and sickly baby who
was not expected to survive, but
o g onthang beoks he grew into a thoughtful and
@ Human sundial solitary child. We like to picture
W W him on the farm at Woolsthorpe,
annoying the servants with his
endless questioning, or as a young
man in 1665, newly returned from
Cambridge, wandering in the
orchard, full of revolutionary ideas
about mathematics, optics, gravity
and motion.

Isaac spent the early years of his
fong life here at Woolsthorpe. He
came back ta look after his mother
in her last ilness in 1679 before
heading back to Cambridge. But
somehow he’s still here, a young
man scratching drawings on the
walls, making sundials, darkening
his room and setting up his glass
prisms to split the Lincolnshire
sunlight into rainbow colours.

We once measured the distance
from the shutter to the wall for a
television programme and it was 22
feet - just asin lsaac’s notebook!
That was a moment when we felt
we could almaost touch him.

We love this place - and we're
delighted to welcome you 1o
Waoolsthorpe. We hope you have a
very enjoyable visit.

The Woolsthorpe Team

9  Woolsthorpe Manor® E#)BLE X (National Trustdd /3> 7 Ly F X 1D)
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It was at the manor house from 1665 until April
1667, while taking refuge from the plague, which
had closed Cambridge University, that Newton
conducted pioneering experiments in the refraction
of light. Here he began the work that became the
foundation of his masterpiece, the Principia
Mathematica (1687), cornerstone of modern
science.
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The apple falls
Everyone knows the story of the apple falling on
Newton’s head, but this famous tale is a
misconception that is regularly resurrected in
everything from cartoons to computer ads.

Newton told a number of people about the
occasion, but did not always mention the apple.
After a conversation with Newton in 1726, his
friend William Stukeley recorded:

The notion of gravitation ... was occasion’d by the
fall of an apple, as he [Newton] sat in contemplative
mood. Why should that apple always descend

perpendicularly to the ground, thought he to himself,

why should it not go sideways or upwards, but
constantly to the earth’s centre? Assuredly, the
reason is that the earth draws it... there is a power,
like that we here call gravity, which extends itself
thro’ the universe.
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John Couch Adams Joseph Lister Alfred Russel Wallace Charles Robert Darwin

THIS TABLET IS HERE PLACED,

NEAR THE GRAVES OF
NEWTON, HERSCHEL AND DARWIN,
BY THOSE WHO IN MANY LANDS HAVE UNITED
TO PERPETUATE THE MEMORY OF

JAMES PRESCOTT JOULE
F.R.S.,
OF MANCHESTER,
IN RECOGNITION OF
SERVICES RENDERED TO SCIENCE,
IN ESTABLISHING
THE LAW OF THE CONSERVATION OF ENERGY,
AND DETERMINING
THE MECHANICAL EQUIVALENT OF HEAT.
BORN 24™ DECEMBER 1819, DIED 11™ OCTOBER 1889.
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HIC DEPOSITUMEST
QUOD MORTALEFUIT MEMORIALE

ISACCINEWTONI MICHAEL FARADAY
1791-1867
ALIBI SEPULTI

WILLIAM THOMSON
LORD KELVIN
1824-1907

GECRGE GREEN
MATHEMATICIAN
& PHYSICIST
-1793-
1841

MEMORIALE

1831-1879
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