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3. Leonardo Gallery
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One of the main attractions of this great Museum is its
display of over one hundred models illustrating the
work of Leonardo, foremost engineer and technologist
of his era. The models depicting Leonardo's designs
are of educational value first and foremost, since they
allow the non-specialist public, particularly
schoolchildren, to appreciate an interpretation of
drawings which in themselves are not always easy to
comprehend. Most of the models were constructed for
the exhibition of 1952 organised by the National
Committee honouring Leonardo in the fifth centenary
of his birth (1452). Every Sunday starting from June
18 till Sept. 10 an english speaking guide will be
available at the entrance of the Science Museum for

free guided tours of the Museum, particularly of the
Leonardo section.
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Device for measuring water turning to steam

The instrument devised by Leonardo was used
for carrying out experiments and measuring the
expansion and pressure of steam. The device
consists of a container filled with cold water. The
container has a lid with a weight attached to it.
When the fire is lighted, the water is heated and it

gradually increases in volume. The weight
outside tends to fall, thus measuring the pressure
exerted by steam against the lid of the container.
The whole experiment could be watched through
a membrane stretched tightly over the lid of the
container.
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Continuous cooling distiller A2 )Tl e —<HEUROEERD DD
The characteristic feature of this alembic was a LI A LTE D, 2000 4ELL O S o A
very broad condensing surface. The section in .
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