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| believe that the main object of education should be to encourage the young to question
- and to doubt those things which have been taken for granted. What is important is
independence of mind. What is bad in education is the unwillingness to permit students to
challenge those views which are accepted and those people who are in power. It is
necessary for new ideas to emerge, that young people have every encouragement to
fundamentally disagree with the stupidities of their day. Most people who are respectable,
and most ideas which are considered to be fundamental are barriers to human achievement.
| feel that it is not as important to learn large numbers of things as it is to feel passionately
that one has the right to disagree and the obligation to develop new ideas.

(Dear Bertrand Russell, a selection of his correspondence with the general public 1950-1968,
George Allen and Unwin 1969)
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